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The University of Leeds is offering a PhD studentship, based in the School of English and 

the Leeds Centre for Medical Humanities, for a doctoral researcher commencing a full-time 

PhD programme in English studies in February 2014 or soon thereafter. The student will 

work on a topic entitled ‘Community health and wellbeing in contemporary British fiction and 

culture’, and will be supervised by Dr Clare Barker. This PhD will form part of the AHRC and 

ESRC-funded project on ‘Representing Communities: Developing the Creative Power of 

People to Improve Health and Well-being’, which involves collaboration with the universities 

of Birmingham, Cardiff, Glasgow, Highlands and Islands, and South Wales.  

The project 

This three-year project, led by Professor Gareth Williams (Cardiff School of Social 

Sciences), is interdisciplinary and involves a team of six co-investigators, five postdoctoral 

research assistants, and two PhD studentships. Its overarching aim is to establish how 

community representations produced through creative arts practices (e.g. literary texts, 

performance, visual art) can be used as forms of evidence to inform health-related policy 

and service development. The project will use innovative research techniques to promote 

engagement between communities and policy makers, and will develop methods for using 

creative art forms as a mode of communication and knowledge exchange.  

Research will take place across five distinct case studies in Wales, Scotland and England, 

encompassing inner city and post-industrial regions, Caribbean and Pakistani diasporic 

experience, and remote rural communities. The study will begin by analysing existing 

community representations – in statistical evidence, policy documents, literature and film – 

with a critical focus on the often negative, vilifying or stigmatising depictions of these 

communities. Each case study will then use creative engagement methods (including life 

mapping, drama, music, storytelling and photography) to generate new community self-

representations, working in partnership with local arts and health organisations. These new 

‘data’ will be presented to relevant local or national policy makers and service development 

officials through exhibitions, performances and digital media. Through these innovative data 

collection methods, the communities involved will benefit from the creation of lasting legacies 

in the form of artistic resources, and the project as a whole will develop frameworks and 

methods for integrating arts- and humanities-based analysis into qualitative research and 

policy discourse. 

See http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/representingcommunities/ for further information. 

 

 

http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/representingcommunities/


The PhD thesis 

‘Community health and wellbeing in contemporary British fiction and culture’ 

Supervisor: Dr Clare Barker, English and Medical Humanities, University of Leeds 

Co-supervisor: Dr Roiyah Saltus, Sociology, University of South Wales 

 

The PhD student’s role in the project, working with Dr Clare Barker, will be to conduct an in-

depth study of health and wellbeing as they are conceptualised, contextualised and 

interrogated in contemporary (mid-late 20th and/or 21st century) British fictions. The 

successful applicant will be able to determine the particular texts and communities under 

analysis, and there will be considerable scope to tailor the research in accordance with the 

student’s interests. In broad terms, there will be an expectation that the PhD will engage with 

representations of disadvantaged or stigmatised communities or demographic groups from 

England, Scotland, and/or Wales; this may include a focus on regional, working-class, ethnic 

minority, non-metropolitan and/or urban subcultural literatures. 

The project will also consider some of the socioeconomic and cultural factors that affect 

health and wellbeing for particular communities (e.g. unemployment, poverty, post-industrial 

decline, migration, community stigmatisation, negative reputational geographies). A 

distinctive aspect of the research will be an interdisciplinary engagement with concepts from 

current social science-based research on communities and health (e.g. social cohesion and 

capital, connectivity, resilience, salutogenesis), under guidance from Dr Roiyah Saltus, in 

order to explore how imaginative narrative representations provide alternative perspectives, 

and potential new interventions, into discourses on these topics. For the duration of the 

studentship, the researcher will benefit from access to the team’s diverse range of 

disciplinary perspectives on community, health and wellbeing and from full participation in 

project meetings, research events, and training opportunities.  

 

Studying at Leeds 

The School of English at the University of Leeds is one of the top-rated departments in the 

country, judged ‘excellent’ in its teaching, and amongst the top 10 English departments in 

the country for research (RAE2008, GPA 2.95; RAE2001, 5*A). The 2013 QS World 

University rankings place Leeds among the top 40 English departments in the world and 

the 2012 Times Good University Guide places Leeds among the top 10 English departments 

in the country. The researcher will benefit from the dynamic research environment within the 

School and from support and training opportunities provided by the Graduate School of the 

Leeds Humanities Research Institute. For more information see the School’s webpages: 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/arts/info/20040/school_of_english 

The successful applicant will also be affiliated with the Leeds Centre for Medical Humanities, 

based in the School of English, which brings together scholars from Medicine and Health 

(with a specific emphasis on Public Health and Primary Healthcare), English, History, 

Philosophy and other humanities subjects, and works with the NHS, community health 

groups, and cultural/arts organisations. The Centre facilitates and promotes leading 

interdisciplinary research and acts as a point of focus both for academic research and 

knowledge transfer/impact activities, and is centrally involved in the Northern Network for 

Medical Humanities Research. The student will have access to all the Centre’s events and 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/english/news/news.php?file=1218


resources and will be part of a vibrant cross-disciplinary research culture with a focus on 

health and the humanities (see http://lcmh.wordpress.com/). 

 

Eligibility 

 The studentship is open to Home/EU applicants. This award is not open to applicants 
who are liable to pay academic fees at the international fee rate (EU candidates are 
normally eligible for a fees only award, unless they have been resident in the UK for 
3 years immediately preceding the date of the award). 

 Applicants must hold at least a UK Upper Second Class Honours degree or 
equivalent in English Literature. A Master’s degree in a relevant subject must be 
awarded or pending by the start date of the studentship. 

 Applicants whose first language is not English must meet the University’s English 
Language requirements.1 

 Preference may be given to applicants who can demonstrate a substantial grounding 
and interest in contemporary literature and/or in studying health-related topics. 
 

 
Application procedure 

The closing date for applications is 17 January 2014. 

Details of the application process for postgraduate study at Leeds can be found at 
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/20023/postgraduate_research/86/applying_for_research_degree
s, and specific guidance for applicants to the School of English is available here: 
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/arts/info/125018/postgraduate/1366/postgraduate_research_degrees 

You will be required to submit: 

 A completed application form. Please indicate in section G (Area of Research) that 
you are applying for this particular studentship. 

 A statement of research intent of 1,000 words maximum. Please explain your interest 
in the topic, describe any relevant experience you have in studying contemporary 
literature and/or health-related topics, and indicate why this experience would 
prepare you for this particular PhD project. It would also be advantageous to outline 
how you might approach the specified PhD topic, detailing which communities you 
might prefer to focus on in the thesis and giving a sense of any writers and/or texts 
that you would be interested in covering.  

 A sample of written work of around 4,000 words maximum. This can be an essay, an 
article, or an excerpt from an MA thesis, and you should submit something that is 
recent and (if possible) relevant to the proposed area of study. 

 Two academic references. 

 Transcripts of BA and MA degree qualifications. 

 

                                                           
1
 Your score must be no more than two years old by your official start date at the University of Leeds. 

http://lcmh.wordpress.com/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/20023/postgraduate_research/86/applying_for_research_degrees
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/20023/postgraduate_research/86/applying_for_research_degrees
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/arts/info/125018/postgraduate/1366/postgraduate_research_degrees


Conditions of the AHRC-funded studentship 

 The studentships are open to Home/EU applicants and consist of two elements: 
(a) The payment of fees directly and in full to the University.  

(b) A bursary totalling £13,726 per annum for full-time students. 

 This is a full-time studentship coinciding with the term of the Representing 

Communities project, and the successful applicant will work on a specified PhD topic 

within this project, entitled ‘Community health and wellbeing in contemporary British 

fiction and culture’. 

 The doctoral thesis will constitute an independent piece of academic work, but the 

studentship holder will be required to take part in regular team meetings, 

conferences, and events as part of the project (all travel and subsistence costs are 

fully funded within the project grant), and to take an active role in contributing to the 

project’s conceptual frameworks, methodologies, and interdisciplinary engagements. 

 Shortlisted applicants may be interviewed in person or by telephone. 

 

Contact 

For further information and informal advice on constructing an application, applicants are 

warmly encouraged to contact Dr Clare Barker, co-investigator on the Representing 

Communities project and supervisor of the PhD. 

Phone: 0113 343 4750 

Email: c.f.barker@leeds.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

mailto:c.f.barker@leeds.ac.uk

